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Teamwork saves eagle

Capt Lance Wilkins Mountain Home AFB Idaho
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Pholo by SiA James L. Harper, Jr.

... had my shoulder
harnesses not
been locked, |

probably would
have smacked my
face/mask into the
glare shield
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There I was ... it was a clear night
with some scattered clouds at
about 20,000 feet. | was retumn-
ing from a fairly boring Operation
NOBLE EAGLE ONE sortie over
the Western U.S., and you could
see Mountain Home AFB from
over 100 miles away. Altogether,
it was a beautiful night, and it had
been a great way to update my
night air-to-air refueling and land-
ing currencies. As | turnedtoline
up on a 7-mile visual approach,
approach control handed me off
to tower, and it was time to con-
figure. | had already slowed to
below 250 knots, so | lowered the
landing gear handle and pulled
the flap switch aft.

The momentary MASTER
CAUTION illuminated but quickly
extinguished as the Pitch Ratio
drove to the appropriate setting.
| looked down to note that the
flaps had rolled down and indi-
cated normal. | then heard the
landing gear warning tone, and
a bright light shone in the handle.
| looked at the gear indicator
lights, and for the first time in my
Air Force career, all gear indi-
cated UNSAFE!

Out of sheer force of habit,
| inappropriately called, “Claw 03,
base, gear...” Immediately | re-
alized what | had said and before
releasing the mike switch cor-
rected myself saying, “Disregard,
I’'m showing all gear unsafe.”

| had about 6,000 pounds
of gas, enough for about four ra-
dar pattemns and low approaches;
so on my first low approach, |
asked tower to see if they could
spot my gear as | passed by
them. Well, in a three bag (three
external gas tank) configuration,
it's hard to see an Eagie’s gear
from the ground or in the air.
Upon passing the tower at about
300 feet above ground level over
the runway, they informed me
that “you appear to have a nose

gear, but we can’t see your
mains.”

At this point, all the training
| gotin the Air Force really began
to pay off.

Maintain aircraft control:
Maintaining Visual Flight Rules, |
started a slightly smaller version
of the local radar pattern at the
standard altitudes and reminded
myself to stick to the altitudes and
ground tracks that | knew would
keep me safe. As we all know, a
constant cross-check of all avail-
able instruments is vital, espe-
cially at night. | told tower that |
would set up for another low ap-
proach and that | would be con-
tacting my ops.

Analyze the situation and
take the appropriate action: |
really wanted to know if my gear
were down so | could further de-
termine my best course of action.
My Ops Officer was on the horn
about the time | got midfield
downwind. Upon hearing my pre-
dicament, he recalled a previous
experience he had of this nature.
He elected to run to life support,
get a set of Night Vision Goggles
(NVGs), and catch a ride out to
the runway to see if he could as-
certain my gear’s actual position.
He handed the “checklist read-
ing” over to our Squadron Com-
mander (SQ/CC). As | declared
an emergency with tower and set
up for the next low approach, he
told me he was ready with the
checklist.

Passing the tower the sec-
ond time, they reconfirmed that
my nose gear appeared down but
that they could see no mains.

With the SQ/CC on the
horn, we started running the
checklist on ops freq as | heard
my Ops Officer and the Vice Wing
Commander (CV) standing by on
a hand-held radio on tower fre-
quency. The tower personnel
were very helpful by allowing the



NVG wearers expeditious access
to the taxiway in order to get a bet-
ter view of my aircraft. As we fin-
ished the checklist, | still had no
safe gear indications; so | set up
for a low approach close to the
NVG wearers. My Ops Officer
asked me to turn off all exterior
lights so he could get a better view.
As | passed over the field
on my third low approach of the
night, | noted how eerie it is fly-
ing around at night with no
lights. The CV called me on the
radio to tell me that all the gear
appeared down, but my main
landing gear doors were still
open. This was good news — |
had wheels! After this, my SQ/
CC and | discussed the type of
approach and landing 1 should
do, and we decided on an ap-
proach-end arrestment.

Land as soon as the
situation dictates: Needless
to say, after all of this, | was
definitely ready to land. As |
set up for about a 10-mile fi-
nal, | now had about 4,000
pounds of gas, four live mis-
siles, a gun with 940 rounds
of 20 mm, and a full load of
flares.

I lined up on an easy 10-
mile final and slowed to on-
speed, about 150 knots. |
picked up a “one white and
three red” visual indication on
the Precision Approach Path
Indicator lights so | could get
down on the runway prior to
the normal Instrument Land-
ing System glidepath because
the cable was only 964 feet
down the runway. As | ap-
proached the runway overrun,

| started easing the power back
and touched down on speed
300 feet down the runway. |
lowered the nose gear and got
off the brakes in preparation for
the cable engagement.

As the hook caught, | was
jerked completely from the seat,
and had my shoulder harnesses
not been locked, | probably would
have smacked my face/mask into
the glare shield. The aircraft shud-
dered to a stop and began a rapid
rollback. | countered with power
as the nose gear landing strut ex-
tended. Fearing that the tails
would scrape and I'd “pop a
wheelie,” | added more power and
the nose lowered. The oscilla-
tions dampened and the power/
brakes combination kept me
stopped as the fire crew
approached.

i

A No sortie is routine no matter
how many times you may
have done the same thing.
This time may be “different”

even on short final or when
engines are shutting down
in the chocks.

f

it's an‘yone who can help“you.

N

— innovation, like using NVGs

from a taxi way to check your gear,
can give you much needed infor-
mation to make-a better decision.

I'd like to close by saying | thank all
of those who assisted in the safe
recovery of this air superiority fighter.
In a situation like this, teamwork
really does make all the difference!

Photo by TSgt Cedric H. Rudisill
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a new EA-GB Pilot

completes his check ride

with the Jy\a7 fuel light on ...

to avoid a contest of wills
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By TSgt Jason Haag, Yongsan Army Garrison, ROK
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An A-10 Thunderbolt II pilot safely landed her "Warthog" after it sustained significant damage from enemy fire  Wounded Warthog
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n A-10 Thunderbolt |
pilot, deployed with the
332nd Air Expeditionary
Wing, safely landed her
“Warthog” at a forward operat-
ing base after it sustained Sig-
nificant damage from enemy
fire during a close air support
mission over Baghdad.

Capt Kim Campbell, de-
ployed from the 75th Fighter
Squadron at Pope Air Force
Base, N.C., and her flight
leader, Lt Col Richard Turner,
had just finished supporting
ground troops and were on their
way out of the area when her
aircraft was hit by enemy fire.

“We were very aware that
it was a high-threat environ-
ment — we were over
Baghdad,” Campbell said.
“Those are the risks you take
to help the guys on the ground.
That's our job; that's what we
do. Our guys were taking fire

feeling over Baghdad. It didn't
respond to any of my control
inputs.”

The captain tried several
different procedures to get the
aircraft under control; none of
which worked. At that point,
she decided to put the plane
into manual reversion, which
meant she was flying the air-
craft without hydraulics. After
that, the aircraft immediately
responded.

“The jet started climbing
away from the ground, which
was a good feeling because
there was no way | wanted to
eject over Baghdad,” she said.

Because the aircraft sys-
tained hits to the rear of the
aircraft, Campbell said she
couldn’t see the damage. Her
flight leader, Lt Col Turner, po-
sitioned his aircraft where he
could view the damage, which
included the horizontal stabi-

Her options, which ultimately came down to
two: fly the aircraft to a safe area and eject,

orattemptto |and a broken jet

L

and we want to do everything
we can to help them out. We
did our job with the guys there
on the ground, and as we were
on our way out is when | felt the

jet get hit. 1t was pretty obvi-

ous — it was loud.”

After sustaining the hit,
she said the aircraft immedi-
ately became uncontrollable,
and the entire caution panel lit
up with warnings — not the best
scenario over hostile territory.

“l lost all hydraulics instan-
taneously, and the jet rolled left
and pointed toward the ground,
which was an uncomfortable

lizer, tail section and engine
cowling.

“The jet was flying pretty
good, and the damage had not
affected the flight control sur-
faces or the [landing] gear,”
Turner said. “|f [Kim] could
keep it flying, we would get out
of Baghdad and might be able
to make it.”

Once they assessed the

situation, the two worked

closely together to determine
the best course of action.
Campbell said the colonel’s
calm demeanor and attention
to detail were instrumental in

The Combat Edge April 2004

A Above: Capt Campbell surveys the battle
damage to her airplane.




it q
.

da
1

W Right: Capt Campbell and her
flight lead Lt Col Turner, photographed
after landing her battle damaged aircraft

her being able get the airplane
home.

“l could not have asked
for a better flight lead,” she
said. “He was very directive
when he needed to be be-
cause all | could concentrate
on was flying the jet. Then,
once we were out of the
Baghdad area, [he] just went
through all the checklists, all
the possibilities, all the things
| needed to take into account.”

Campbell said she and
Turner discussed all her op-
tions, which ultimately came
down to two: fly the aircraft to
a safe area and eject, or at-
tempt to land a broken jet.

“She had a big decision
to make,” he said. “Before any-
one else could throw their two-
cents worth into the mix, |
made sure that she knew that
the decision to land or eject
was hers and hers alone.”

To Campbell, the decision
was clear.

“The jet was performing ex-
ceptionally well,” she said. “l had
no doubt in my mind | was going
to land that airplane.”

After getting the aircraft on
the ground, the final task was
getting it stopped and keeping it
on the runway.

“When you lose all the hy-
draulics, you don't have speed
brakes, you don’t have brakes,
and you don’t have steering,”
Campbell said.

Nonetheless, she brought
the A-10 home safely, and it did
the same for her.

“One of the really cool things
was that when | did touch down, |
heard several comments on the
radio — like, ‘Awesome job!
Great landing!” Campbell said.
“| guess we all think we are invin-
cible and it won’t happen to us. |
hadn’t been shot at — at all —in
any of my other missions. This
was the first. Thank God for the
Warthog, because it took some
damage, but it got me home.”
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SOUTHWEST ASIA --

SSgt Richard Panepinto grinds
down a weld for a roll-up door at
a forward-deployed location

Photo by SSgt Suzanne M. Jenkins
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OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM--

321st Maintenance Squadron airmen
secure a propeller prior to installing it
on a C-130H Hercules

Photo by SSgt Jennifer Wallis

Fixin' itup
TALLIL AIR BASE, Iraq --

\ SrA Juan Hurtado removes a = ==
, caliper from a Humvee

Photo by TSgt Bob Oldham

- Ka-hoom!
: * ‘-'—"?; AL FATHAH AIRFIELD, Irag--
‘ ~ ‘ A e Heavy eggipment is used to bury part
, e of a 2-million-net-pound weapons
| | | ' E - cache before Army engineers and Air
- | Force explosive ordnance workers
- pois can begin detonation

‘ Photo by SSgt Jeffery Wolfe
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TSgt Jesse R Munday III Eglin AFB Fla
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MSgt Shane Curtis Fort Rucker Ala
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Mishap Statistics Scoreboard

FYO04 Aircraft

Fatal

As of February 29, 2004

Aircraft Damaged/Destroyed

8 AF

9 AF

12 AF

++

AWFC
ANG

(ACC-gained)
AFRC

(ACC-gained)

As of February 29, 2004

FY04 Ground

Fatal Class A Class B
2 0
2 1
6 0
1 0

FY04 Weapons

As of February 29, 2004

Class A Class B
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 1

Aircraft Notes

There were two Class As in February. An
E-4 had an engine malfunction while airborne
and a B-1 departed the runway on landing roll
during inclement weather. Fortunately, we had
no injuries and the airplanes are reparable. Stay
engaged! Demand disciplined aviating and re-
sponsible decision making. Know and follow
the instructions. If there is a technique passed
by Word-Of-Mouth (WOM), write it down and
get it incorporated into the guidance. WOMs
that never get written down may evolve into
things they were never meant to accomplish.
I've even seen a few become procedurally in-
correct (read: illegal). Check yourself before
you wreck yourself. Fly Safe!

Ground Notes

Statistics show that springtime brings an
increase in the number of mishaps involving out-
door activities and vacation travel. As we en-
joy this time of year, we must remember safety
and consider the risks involved in each and
every task we undertake. During the month of
February, ACC experienced three Class A fatal
mishaps — three more than January. We are
losing far too many of our precious airmen to
senseless mishaps. We can and must do better.

Weapons Notes

It has been a quiet month and quarter so
far, everyone knock on wood! There were no
reportable weapons mishaps in the month of
February. So far there have been five weap-
ons mishaps since FY04 started. Keep inte-
grating ORM principles throughout your daily
activities and follow tech data. Zero reportable
mishaps can be achieved.

Class A - Permanent Total Disability: Property Damage $1,000,000 or more

Class B - Permanent Partial Disability; Property Damage between $200,000 and $1,000,000
Class C - Lost Workday; Property Damage between $20,000 and $200,000

* Non-rate Producing

Symbols for Mishap Aircraft

TALALT
A+ 4

RQ-1 RQ-4 T-38

April 2004 31

QF-4 HH-60 F-15
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The Combat Edge

Eye on the Skies

From tower operations at home station or deployed, to
directing air-to-air intercepts and close air support opera-
tions, command and control is one of ACC’s most heavily

~ tasked mission areas. This month’s magazine is dedicated

to all the ACC personnel supporting the command and con-
trol mission for the Air Force, Joint Services, Allies and
Coalition partners around the world. While “Pushing Tin”

both in the air and on the ground, ACC command and con-
trol systems and the personnel who support them are 24/
7, keeping a watchful eye on the skies.





